A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
returned across the whole breadth of the Sudan to the
Abyssinian border, where trouble had broken out afresh
between the Negus and Walad Mikael.
Meantime, during the course of 1877, it had been found
necessary to evacuate Masindi and Kisimu in the far
south.
In April, 1878, Gordon paid a flying visit to Cairo, and
thence to the Red Sea provinces and Harrar, where he
had to dismiss the local Governor for a variety of mal-
practices.
By July, Suleiman was in revolt in the Bahr-el-Ghazal,
but Gessi, marching via Rumbek and Wau, eventually
succeeded, after heavy fighting, in restoring some sort of
order.
Later in the year, in the east, Harrar and Zeila were
detached by the Khedive from Gordon's control.
In March, 1879, there was again trouble in the west,
both in Kordofan and Darfur, and Gordon hastened to
the support of the gallant Gessi. By May he had reached
Kulkul on the western border, and on his return he met
Gessi at Taweisha and heard from him the story of his
crushing, of the rebellious bands of slave-traders in the
south. He then hurried back to Khartoum leaving Gessi
to deal finally with Suleiman. This Gessi did ; he took
Deim Suleiman in May, 1880, surprised Suleiman himself
in July, shot him, and hunted down his brigand bands
in the following months. Suleiman's fellow robber-chief,
Rabeh, escaped to the west, carved a kingdom for himself
near Lake Chad, and was only brought to book in 1901
by the Trench.
In June, 1879, the Khedive, Ismail Pasha, was deposed
and his son, Tewfik Pasha, was appointed in his stead.
In August Gordon paid another hurried visit to Cairo
to confer with the new Khedive, and offered to go to
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